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motor roads. Other towns include Galle, Jaffna, Kandy and
Trincomalee, whose great natural harbour is an important
British naval base. The island is connected with India and
the Empire routes by air.
The Maldive Islands, lying far out in the Indian Ocean,
were a dependency of Ceylon, under their own Sultan, who
resides in the island of Male and is assisted by a people's
Assembly and responsible Ministers. The islanders, num-
bering over 80,000, are Moslem in religion and keen traders,
and the islands export coconut oil, coir, tortoiseshell and
other products. They now form a British protectorate.
Ceylon has a great future before it, not unworthy of its
glorious past, and its people fully realize that that fixture is
best assured within the wide ambit of the British Common-
wealth.
MALAYA
British Malaya, the most prosperous unit in the Colonial
Empire, comprises the Straits Settlements, and nine Malay
States, formerly federated and unfederated, now united in
the Malayan Federation. The Straits Settlements consist of
Singapore, Penang, Malacca and Labuan, with Christmas
and Cocos islands attached. The Malay States are Perak,
Selangor, Negri Sembilan, Pahang, Johore, Kedah, Kelantan,
Trengganu and Perlis. Malaya is also regarded as including
Brunei, on the island of Borneo, to be referred to later. The
total area is about 55,000 square miles, and the population,
comprising Malaya, Chinese, Indians and Eurasians, with
about 30,000 Europeans, numbers considerably over five
millions.
Malaya will always be associated with the great name of
Stamford Raffles, whose prescience first saw the potential
importance of Singapore, then an uninhabited island off
the coast of Johore in the extreme south of the peninsula.